Please note: In addition to the text and vote counts of the official actions taken by the Commission, these minutes may contain
summaries of comments that were made and discussions that took place at the meeting. Such summaries are not intended to be a
verbatim account of the meeting.

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1C
Adams Morgan
Minutes of May 6, 2015

I. Call to Order and Introduction of Commissioners
A regularly scheduled meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1C was held on May 6, 2015 at
Mary’s Center. Chair Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Approximately 30 members of the
public attended. In attendance were Commissioners Hector Huezo (1C02), Ted Guthrie (1C03), Gabriela
Mossi (1C04), Alan Gambrell (1C05), Billy Simpson (1C06), Wilson Reynolds (1C07), and Jon Marc Buffa
(1C08).
II. Officers’ Reports
a. Chair’s Report
i. Special Election for Single Member District 01
Chair Simpson opened the polls for the Special Election for Single Member ANC 1C 01 at 7:00
pm and announced that voting was taking place in the back.
b. Secretary’s Report
Secretary Guthrie moved to approve the draft minutes for the April 1, 2015 monthly ANC 1C
meeting. Commissioner Reynolds seconded the motion that then passed by a vote of 6 to 0
(Commissioner Mossi had not yet arrived).
Secretary Guthrie then moved to approve the minutes for the November 2014 Special Forum on
Lanier Heights Zoning. Commissioner Reynolds seconded the motion that then passed by a vote
of 4 to 0. Commissioners Buffa and Huezo abstained from voting because they were not
Commissioners at the time.
c. Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Gambrell reported that the next financial quarterly report will be discussed at the June
3 ANC meeting.
III. Commissioner Announcements/Comments
 Chair Simpson reported that the times and agendas for May ANC 1C Committee meetings were
printed on the back of this meeting’s agenda which was available on the back table.


Commissioner Gambrell noted that comments may be filed on proposed regulations in Zoning
Case No. 14-13 that would exempt penthouse space from floor calculations and could lead to an
increase in pop-ups. He said information about the regulations and how to file comments is
available on the Zoning Commission website, but members of the public can also email
Commissioner Gambrell with questions.



Commissioner Reynolds reported that an appeal brought by neighbors from Ontario Road
involving parking for a new development, which the ANC 1C joined, will be heard by the Board of
Zoning Adjustment on Tuesday, May 12 (BZA Case Number 18999).

Commissioner Gambrell announced that the BZA would hear a case involving a property on
Argonne Place on Tuesday, May 19, addressing floor area ratio regulations and parking
regulations. Commissioner Gambrell also extended compliments to the Department of
Transportation for being responsive during a recent water main break on Lanier Place.


Commissioner Buffa announced that he has a conflict and will not be able to attend the June ANC
meeting.



Commissioner Huezo announced that the Public Services and the Environment Committee would
th
consider a grant request from Young Playwrights’ Theater at its May 27 meeting.



Commissioner Huezo thanked the volunteers who got the word out about Marie Reed
modernization planning and worked on the various committees related to that project. He also
thanked representatives from the Mayor’s Office and the Clean City Initiative for walking the
neighborhood to learn about local issues.



Commissioner Huezo announced that the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) will
begin a road improvement project on Calvert Street between Biltmore Street and Adams Mill
Road on May 11 which will continue for about a week.



Commissioner Huezo also announced that interested neighbors could meet with the owner of
2312 Ashmead Place on Saturday, May 9 from 10 to noon to discuss proposed development
plans for that property.



Finally, Commissioner Huezo reported that neighbors in Kalorama Triangle are working on
submitting an application to the Clean City Adopt-a-Block Program.



Commissioner Mossi announced that Councilmember-at-Large Anita Bonds would be at El
Tamarindo restaurant to meet with residents on Saturday, May 9 from 10 to 11:30 AM.



Commissioner Mossi also announced that a new group called Goods not Guns would be coming
to DC.



Chair Simpson reported that ANC 1C committees may not be able to meet at the Kalorama
Recreation Center in June and July. He said it is possible that the meetings will be held at the
Marie Reed Recreation Center, and this will be announced and posted on the Adams Morgan
listserv in advance.



Chair Simpson noted that a proposal for consolidated valet parking in Adams Morgan will be a
topic on the May 20 agenda of the Planning, Zoning, and Transportation Committee Meeting.

IV. Public Announcements / Comments (2 minutes each)
 Dennis Suski asked about the broken water main in Lanier Heights. He also noted that the
Zoning Commission has posted final proposed regulations for changes to R4 zoning and the
comment period is open. He noted that the Office of Planning is still reviewing the application for
re-zoning Lanier Heights (Zoning Case number 15-09).
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Larry Hargrove encouraged those interested in R-4 zoning to look carefully at the Zoning
Commission’s proposed regulation changes which he said differs significantly from changes
originally proposed by the Office of Planning.



A representative from Mary’s Center reminded everyone about Taste of Adams Morgan on May
12. She said 15 restaurants are participating and tickets were on sale in advance, 4 for $20.



Kristen Barden, Executive Director of the Adams Morgan Partnership BID, said the summer
concert series will run for 6 Saturdays in May and June and she thanked ANC 1C for helping with
the public space permit. She also announced that movie nights at Marie Reed starts May 19 with
proceeds from refreshments benefitting the Marie Reed PTA.



Phil Koopman of BicycleSpace said their new store is opening on 18 Street by the end of the
month. He said they are supporting Bike to Work Day in May and are looking to being integrated
in the community with events and community rides.



Kristen Barden added that Adams Morgan will have a pit stop at Triangle Park for Bike to Work
Day on May 15 and riders who register will get a free t-shirt.



Claudia Barahona, Constituent Services Director for Councilmember Brianne Nadeau, said
residents should contact her for help with anything, and she thanked Commissioners Guthrie and
Reynolds and Kristen Barden for their help on projects.



Former ANC 1C Commissioner Alan Roth noted that a section of Columbia Road is in need of
repair and asked whether Commissioners could determine whether it is on DDOT’s project
priority list. He suggested inviting DDOT to send a representative to an ANC meeting to explain
how they set priorities. Commissioner Buffa suggested using the 311 service to report potholes,
and Commissioner Gambrell added that there is a 311 smartphone app for reporting issues to the
city. Claudia Barahona added that the DDOT workplan will be online this summer, so city
residents can see what is getting fixed.

th

V. Scheduled Business
a. Planning, Zoning, and Transportation
i. Reserved parking space for disabled resident at 1724 Euclid Street NW
Chair Simpson moved to support a request for a reserved parking spot for a disabled resident at
1724 Euclid Street. Commissioner Reynolds seconded the motion. Caregivers at that address
spoke about the need for the parking spot and said that their neighbors are in agreement.
Commissioner Reynolds said that according to DC regulations the standards are met for granting
such a parking space and he was happy to support the request. Chair Simpson said the house
members are wonderful neighbors and he also was happy to support the request.
Commissioners then passed the motion by a vote of 7 to 0.
ii. Drop-off/pick-up parking for David’s Star Daycare
Chair Simpson reported that the Planning, Zoning, and Transportation Committee recommended
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that the Commission support a proposal from parents to designate 15 minute limits on two
commercial parking spaces adjacent to David’s Star Daycare during morning drop-off and
evening pick-up hours. As the recommendation came out of Committee, it was in order, and did
not require a second. Commissioner Simpson suggested that the Commission authorize
Commissioner Buffa to send a letter expressing this support to the District Department of
Transportation. As the suggestion was without opposition, it was adopted as a friendly
amendment. Commissioner Buffa said the parents made a compelling argument for the parking
adjustment. Commissioners then passed the motion by a vote of 7 to 0.
iii. Proposed development at 2312 Ashmead Street NW
Commissioner Huezo noted that interested neighbors will be meeting with the owner of 2312
Ashmead Street regarding the proposed development at that address. He said the owner wrote
saying he intends to move forward with a more conservative plan than originally proposed.
Commissioner Buffa reported that the PZT Committee recommended that the Commission
request a 30-day postponement of the Historic Preservation Review Board’s review of the project
and recommend that the developers do outreach to the nearby neighbors to inform them of the
project. As the recommendation came out of Committee, it was in order, and did not require a
second. Commissioner Buffa suggested that Commissioner Huezo be authorized to represent
ANC 1C at the HPRB hearing. As the suggestion was without opposition, it was adopted as a
friendly amendment. Commissioners then passed the motion by a vote of 7 to 0.
iv. Proposed development at 1767-1777 Columbia Road NW
Commissioner Reynolds moved to adopt a Memorandum of Understanding dated May 6, 2015 to
preserve the facades of the buildings at 1767 through 1777 Columbia Road, NW. Commissioner
th
Huezo seconded the motion. Commissioner Reynolds explained that at its April 15 meeting, the
Planning, Zoning, and Transportation Committee considered whether to join the Kalorama
Citizens’ Association (KCA) in reaching a Memorandum of Understanding with the developers of
the properties on Columbia Road. He referred Commissioners to the draft memo and offered
friendly amendments to replace the word “raze” with the word “demolish” and the word “razing” to
“demolition” in two places. There were no objections to the changes in wording.
Matt Wexler, who is part of development team that owns the property, said that they are still very
early in the redevelopment process and that the site needs a lot of work. He said the Memo
addresses the primary interest in preserving the facades of the existing buildings.
Denis James, president of the KCA, said it was a pleasure working with those involved to get this
accomplished. He said it is a big win for the neighborhood to preserve the history and character
of the way the commercial area in Adams Morgan developed. Commissioner Reynolds added
that another way to enhance this would be to add a plaque acknowledging the block’s history.
Commissioner Huezo thanked Commissioner Reynolds and others for their work on this
agreement.
Commissioner Buffa offered an amendment to strike the words “endeavor to” in clause 1.C of the
agreement. The other parties to the Memo agreed to the change.
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Commissioners then voted to adopt the Memorandum of Understanding as amended by a roll call
vote of 7 to 0, with Commissioners Huezo, Guthrie, Mossi, Gambrell, Simpson, Reynolds, and
Buffa voting aye.
Chair Simpson then moved that Commissioner Reynolds be authorized to sign the MOU.
Commissioner Guthrie seconded this motion which then passed by a vote of 7 to 0.
[text of Memo is attached at the end of minutes]

v. Resolution Concerning Parking Regulations
Commissioner Gambrell reported that the Planning, Zoning, and Transportation Committee
recommended that the Commission adopt a resolution in support of adherence to parking
regulations and send a letter to the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs and to the
Board of Zoning Adjustment stating that the parking regulations should be followed unless relief
has been granted by the Board of Zoning Adjustment in accordance with the law.
As the recommendation came out of Committee, it was in order, and did not require a second.
Two suggestions offered by Commissioner Buffa to change the phrasing in two sections were
without opposition, and were adopted as friendly amendments. A clause was added without
opposition authorizing Commissioner Gambrell to send the resolution to DCRA, BZA, the Mayor,
and the City Council. The Commissioners then passed the resolution as amended by a vote of 7
to 0.
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vi. Relocation of curb cut at 2341 Ontario Road NW Business
Commissioner Reynolds reported that the Planning, Zoning, and Transportation Committee
recommended that the Commission send a letter to the developers of a project at 2341 Ontario
Road and to the District’s Public Space Committee stating that the conditions of ANC 1C’s
previous support for relocation of a curb cut at that site have not been met. As the
recommendation came out of Committee, it was in order, and did not require a second.
Commissioner Reynolds explained that the developers and representatives of Mary’s Center
have not reached an agreement concerning safety issues with respect to vehicles entering and
exiting the property. Commissioner Simpson suggested that the Commission authorize
Commissioner Buffa to draft and send the letter. As the suggestion was without opposition, it was
adopted as a friendly amendment. The motion then passed by a vote of 7 to 0.

vii. Potter’s House sidewalk cafe
Chair Simpson moved to support Potter’s House application for a sidewalk café at 1658 Columbia
Road. Commissioner Reynolds seconded the motion. Chair Simpson explained that Potter’s
House has been in the neighborhood for decades and has operated a sidewalk café for years, but
after recent renovations, the owners were told they didn’t have a permit to reinstall their sidewalk
café and they would have to submit a new application.
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Tim Kumfer, a manager at Potter’s House, said that ANC 1C supported their application for a
sidewalk café in 2006, but Potter’s House was given the wrong permit at the time and they are
now trying to remedy that.
Commissioner Huezo noted that properties next to Potter’s House also have sidewalk cafés.
Chair Simpson confirmed with Mr. Kumfer that the new application is consistent with the space
they were using prior to their renovation. Commissioner Gambrell noted that there have been
some noise concerns on that stretch of Columbia Road, but concluded that the traffic noise is
louder than any sidewalk café noise. Commissioner Huezo confirmed that Potter’s House does
not serve alcohol. Mr. Kumfer added that they close at 9 on weekdays 10 on Saturdays.
Kristen Barden noted that the renovations are fantastic and the menu is great.
Commissioners then passed the motion to support Potter’s House application to renew its
sidewalk café by a vote 7 to 0.

b. Public Services and the Environment
i. Oyster middle school feeder patterns
Commissioner Huezo moved to add to the agenda consideration of a resolution addressing
feeder schools without the typical two-week advance notice on the basis that doing so would not
be adverse to the community. Commissioner Reynolds seconded the procedural motion that
then passed by a vote of 7 to 0.
Commissioner Huezo then moved a resolution to call for a reinstatement of the three-year phasein period for allowing Oyster Elementary School students to attend Deal Middle School.
Commissioner Guthrie seconded the motion.
An Oyster Adams parent said parents originally had the option to send their children to Deal
Middle School, and they were told by the Mayor’s Office that during a phase-in period children
would still have that option, but this commitment is not being adhered to now. He requested
support from ANC 1C in this matter and said that ANC 3C has passed a similar resolution.
Another Oyster Adams parent said that they relied on the assurance that a grandfathering
program would be in place, and they would have taken other action earlier if they knew that
attending Deal was not an option.
Commissioner Guthrie said it seems that Oyster Adams parents and children are not being
treated similarly to others where school boundaries are changing. Commissioner Reynolds said
he is sympathetic and asked former Commissioner Alan Roth for his thoughts on the issue. Mr.
Roth said they were focused on allowing children who lived in vicinity to be able to attend Oyster,
but this particular question never came up.
The Commissioners then passed the resolution to support a phase-in option for Oyster
Elementary School students for three years, and that parents be allowed to register their children
for Deal Middle School if they choose, by a vote 6 to 0, with one abstaining.
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ANC 1C Resolution
Regarding Changes in Phase-In Options for Feeder Schools
WHEREAS, the DCPS Student Assignment Policy includes transition plans or "phase
ins" where new feeder arrangements are to be implemented; and
WHEREAS, DCPS repeatedly communicated to Oyster-Adams parents that they would
have a feeder phase-in option beginning in 2015-2016 for their families, in particular that
pupils in grades 3 through 5 would have the option to choose to attend Deal Middle
School (i.e., a “grandfather” phase-in period for Oyster Elementary School for three
years); and
WHEREAS, such a three-year transition would be the same as the phase-in adopted for
other schools, including neighboring Eaton Elementary School whose families continue to
have the option to choose Deal or Hardy Middle Schools for three years; and
WHEREAS, a small minority of families at Oyster Elementary School have chosen Deal
instead of Adams in recent years and it is unlikely that this would change and, therefore,
the “grandfathering” would not make a significant difference in the Deal Middle School
enrollment; and
WHEREAS, attempts by some families of Oyster Elementary School current 5th grade
children to register for Deal Middle School have been denied; and
WHEREAS, the withdrawal of options for Oyster Elementary School students was done
without proper notice or consultation with stakeholders;
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the “grandfather” phase-in for Oyster Elementary
School for three years be reinstated and honored, and parents be allowed to register their
children for Deal Middle School if they choose; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 1C urges that the Mayor or DCPS not make
modifications or decisions related to feeder and boundary plans or their implementation
without (i) a full review of all issues and factors, and (ii) inclusion of all stakeholders in the
process; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair and the Commissioners for ANC 1C are
authorized to represent the Commission on this matter.

VI. Confirmation of Results of Special Election for Single Member District 01
Chair Simpson announced that Julie Siewall received 13 votes and Eric Clifton received 9 votes in the
special election for Single Member District 01. He moved to confirm the results electing Julie Siewall.
Commissioner Reynolds seconded the motion that then passed by a vote of 7 to 0.

A Resolution Concerning the Filling of a Vacancy in SMD 1C01 - May 6, 2015
The Board of Elections having informed ANC1C that the only candidates who qualified to
fill the vacancy in SMD 1C01 were Eric Clifton and Julie Seiwell;
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The Commission therefore conducted an election on May 6, 2015 at Mary’s Center, 2355
Ontario Road NW.
The winner of the election was Julie Seiwell.
Resolved, therefore, that ANC1C requests the Board of Elections declare the vacancy
filled by Julie Seiwell by publication in the District of Columbia Register; and
Resolved further that copies of this resolution also be sent to the Council, the Mayor, and
Julie Seiwell.

VII. Adjournment
Commissioner Buffa moved to adjourn at 9:10 pm. Commissioner Mossi seconded the motion which
passed unanimously.
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